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Alain Dehaze, CEO of the Adecco Group, Appointed New 
Chair of the Global Apprenticeships Network (GAN)  
 

Geneva, Switzerland, 14 January 2016: The 
GAN, the global coalition of leading companies 
committed to end youth unemployment and skills 
mismatch by investing in work-based training, 
today announces the appointment of Alain 
Dehaze, CEO of the Adecco Group, as Chair.  
 
The Adecco Group, under the leadership of Alain 
Dehaze, will guide the GAN Board including 
major companies such as  Ericsson, Hilton 
Worldwide, IBM, Huawei Technologies, 
Samsung Electronics, Telefónica and UBS, in 
tackling the youth unemployment crisis. Alain 
Dehaze, CEO of the Adecco Group commented: 
“Youth employment is one of the greatest issues 
of our time. In Europe, youth unemployment still 
stands at more than 22%, while around the world 
over 74 million youngsters are today jobless. 

Data shows that a lack of work experience is a principal barrier for young people seeking to 
reach the first rungs of the careers ladder and that countries with established systems of work-
based vocational training, such as Switzerland, Germany and Austria, have been most 
successful in tackling youth unemployment. This is why we need to work to better equip young 
people with the right skills and work experience that today’s businesses are crying out for, 
helping to bridge this skills mismatch”.   

 
GAN Chairmanship lasts for two-and-a-half years, with the Adecco Group taking over the role 
from Telefónica, one of the GAN’s founding members who led the coalition’s global growth 
since its inception in late 2013 and steered its growth which now spans across four countries 
in Turkey, Indonesia, Spain and Argentina.  
 
The Adecco Group will continue to lead its vision in these countries and will guide its presence 
in several more countries over the next few years, leading up to its next stage of success. Alain 
Dehaze has served as CEO of the Adecco Group since September 2015. Prior to this role, he 
was the Regional Head for France for four years, where he was instrumental in implementing 
innovative solutions for youth employment on launching apprenticeship and training programs.  
 
Supported by the International Labour Organization (ILO), the International Organisation of 
Employers (IOE) and the Business Industry Advisory Committee (BIAC) to the OECD, the 
coalition’s main goal is to boost youth employability and skills training. The coalition 
representing 100+ members worldwide commits to creating opportunities for youth through 
work-readiness programs, apprenticeships, internships and traineeships. According to the 
Executive Director of the GAN, Shea Gopaul, “the challenge of finding opportunities for youth 
is ever increasing therefore we are very fortunate to have Alain Dehaze as our new Chair given 
his experience and commitment to youth and skills development.“  
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With record high jobless rates affecting the outlook for millions of youth around the world, 
evidence suggests that inadequate job experience is a major hurdle for youth striving to enter 
the workforce. Over the past few years, the Adecco Group has implemented several 
meaningful initiatives to help youth boost their future career prospects and the GAN is looking 
forward to their leadership and ambition. The Adecco Group’s Chairmanship to the GAN 
represents a major milestone in further opening doors for young millennials globally.  
 
About the GAN 
The GAN is a public-private partnership promoting work-readiness programmes as a solution 
to the problems of youth unemployment and skills mismatch. The GAN opens doors for youth 
within its wide network of members and partners on both global and national levels. GAN 
members together, commit to action; advocate for work-readiness programs; share best 
practices and facilitate multi-stakeholder dialogue and partnerships with the ultimate goal to 
create jobs for youth and skills for business.  
 
Global Apprenticeships Network (GAN) resources 
Website: www.gan-global.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GAN4Youth/?fref=ts 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/GAN4Youth 
LinkedIn: http://ow.ly/WNnyb 
  
GAN Contact 
info@gan-global.org 
 
About the Adecco Group 
The Adecco Group, based in Zurich, Switzerland, is the world’s leading provider of HR 
solutions. With more than 32,000 FTE employees and around 5,100 branches in over 60 
countries and territories around the world, Adecco Group offers a wide variety of services, 
connecting around 700,000 associates with our clients every day. The services offered fall into 
the broad categories of temporary staffing, permanent placement, career transition and talent 
development, as well as outsourcing and consulting. The Adecco Group is a Fortune Global 
500 company. Adecco S.A. is registered in Switzerland (ISIN: CH0012138605) and listed on 
the SIX Swiss Exchange (ADEN). 
 
Adecco Way to Work™ resources 
Website: www.adeccowaytowork.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/AdeccoWaytoWork 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/AdeccoWayToWork 
  
Adecco Corporate Press Office 
Press.office@adecco.com or +41 (0) 44 878 87 87 
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